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1. Planning permission





When do you need a summer house planning permission?


Whether you need a permit depends on different aspects of your summerhouse. Most rules 
if you want to build a summer house without a planning permission are about its location 
and size. You don’t want do get an extra summer house planning permission? Then your 
summer house must meet the following conditions:


• When your summer house is placed less than 2.0m from the boundary of your property à 
maximum overall height of no more than 2.5m


• When your summer house is placed more than 2.0m from the boundary of your property à 
2.5m eave height + 4.0 m maximum overall size for an apex roof and 3.0m for a pent roof


• The building is not to be used as self-contained living accommodation or have an antenna.


• No more than 50% of the area of land around the original house should be taken up by 
garden buildings or other buildings.


• A summer house may not be placed closer to a road or public highway than the main house 
itself.


• The summer house has only 1 story


NOTE: This is an introductory guide and is not a definitive source of legal information. Do you 
want to be sure that you can install your garden house without a planning permission? 
Contact your local planning authority.


 




2. Practical tips


You can enjoy your summerhouse, log cabin or gazebo for a very long time. With a few 
simple measures, you can keep your summerhouse in great condition and extend its lifetime. 
The following tips will help you maintain your summerhouse at its very best.


Gravel for protection against water


A layer of gravel around your summerhouse protects the underneath of the house from 
splashes of rainwater. The timber stays dry, and your summerhouse lasts longer.


 


Door hooks


We advise you to install door hooks immediately after assembly. A door hook prevents a 
door from suddenly blowing open. This prevents the door and glazing from being damaged 
by gusts of wind or other weather conditions.


 


Ventilation


You may not really have considered ventilation. But does your summerhouse have adequate 
ventilation? Ventilation prevents condensation on the inside of your summerhouse. This is 
why it’s important to install ventilation grates. For effective aeration, place one ventilation 
grate at the front and one opposite, on the back of the log cabin or summerhouse.


Most of the moisture comes up through the floor. For this reason, you are advised to install 
an internal floor. You can also choose to have your summerhouse or log cabin insulated. 
Lugarde offers various forms of insulation.


 


Resistance of your summerhouse


Do you have unconventional plans for your summerhouse or log cabin, such as a roof terrace 
or a green roof? Or do you live in an area with extreme weather conditions such as heavy 
snowfall or wind? Then it is important to inform yourself about the resistance of the chosen 
garden construction before buying.


Our buildings are in general very stable. This is due to the quality of the wood and the 
construction method that Lugarde uses.


However, this does not guarantee that our products can withstand all weather conditions or 
special projects. Depending on the size of your summerhouse, its load-bearing capacity can 
vary. A smaller roof area for example can withstand more weight per square meter than a 
large one. The same principle applies to the wall surface.


Do you want to be on the safe side? Then it is possible for us to arrange an exact and 
individual structural analysis of your garden house for a fee. Thus, we can assure you, if 

https://www.lugarde.com/summer-houses/
https://www.lugarde.com/log-cabins/
https://www.lugarde.com/wooden-gazebos/
https://www.lugarde.com/help-and-advice/insulation/


necessary, whether your chosen summerhouse is suitable for you, your projects and the 
location. Please do not hesitate to contact us.


 


Movement of the timber


A wooden summerhouse or log cabin expands or contracts depending on humidity levels. 
This is a normal feature of wood. Wood expands but doesn’t get longer. Every plank expands 
by around 1.5 mm. Since every summerhouse is around 15 planks high, this amounts to a full 
expansion of around 2.25 cm (15 x 1.5 mm).


In order to shrink or expand, the wood needs a little room to move. Most problems are 
caused by nails and screws secured in the walls, windows and doors. These prevent them 
from moving. All of our systems take into account the movement of the wood.


Lugarde doesn’t use nails or screws, yet all of our summerhouses and gazebos are very 
stable and both wind and watertight. Our highly advanced systems and precise production 
methods mean the walls fit together with millimetre precision.


If you plant to install pipes or built-in furniture, you must consider the movement of the 
wood.


 


Treat your summerhouse immediately


In order to protect your summerhouse against the sun, wind and rain, we advise you to treat 
it both inside and out before the unit is assembled. We can supply pre-treated 
summerhouses, log cabins and gazebos. Read more about our treatments.


https://www.lugarde.com/our-quality/our-construction-systems/
https://www.lugarde.com/summer-houses/
https://www.lugarde.com/summer-houses/
https://www.lugarde.com/log-cabins/
https://www.lugarde.com/wooden-gazebos/
https://www.lugarde.com/help-and-advice/paint-treatments-impregnation/


3. Understanding Timber - Hardwood, softwood, pine or spruce?


The first step when choosing wood is the question of whether hardwood or softwood is the 
best option. Hardwood has a big advantage: it’s durable and lasts a long time, but it’s quite 
expensive and difficult to process.


For this reason, softwood is more suitable for building a summerhouse. It is easier to 
process, and you get an accurate result. Spruce is often chosen as material for a 
summerhouse. In general, spruce and pine are suitable as materials. The difference is that 
pine has bigger knots than spruce. Wood is a natural product, which means the knots will 
shrink during the drying process. Big knots increase the chance of cracks arising, which 
makes it possible for water to leak inside. This is why spruce is more suitable than pine.





Spruce – what are the most important factors?


Not all spruce is equal. The quality of the chosen wood affects whether it is really suitable for 
building a summerhouse. We advise you to pay attention to the following characteristics:


1. Small distance between the growth rings: the spruce should ideally be from northern 
countries. Because of the cold climate the trees grow slowly there. This makes the growth 
rings closer together, so the wood is more stable and durable.


2. Kiln drying: Wood works. With warm weather, the wood shrinks, while in wet weather, wood 
expands. For example, a wooden plank 15 cm in length can shrink 5 mm. So, it is 
recommended that wood used as material for a summerhouse should be kiln dried to 
approximately 12-16% moisture content. This limits the working of the wood. In addition, 
kiln dried wood is more stable.


3. Thickness: When you want to build a summerhouse which lasts for eternity, it’s essential not 
to skimp on the wall thickness. For smaller summerhouses with a wall length from four to 
five metres, a wall thickness of 28 mm is sufficient. For summerhouses with larger 
dimensions, we advise a wall thickness of at least 44 mm. This is very important for stability, 



because the roof has to be able to carry more weight, for example when snow has fallen. 
Wall thicknesses of less than 28 mm are not ideal for a summerhouse which has to last for 
years.


4. Tongue and groove: It’s important to pay attention to the type of log cabin system. This 
should be a tongue and groove connection system. With a log cabin interlocked system with 
tongue and groove, you get a very stable wall construction. In addition, the corner 
connections will be wind and waterproof.


Foundation Beams


A foundation beam is located underneath the building and forms the base of the 
construction. The walls and doors are placed on the foundation beam. In this way, the walls 
of the summerhouse aren’t placed directly on the foundation. With this system, you should 
pay attention to two aspects:


• Treatment: The foundation beam can be produced from Norway spruce. It’s important that 
this has received the right treatment, so water can’t cause any damage. Pressure treatment 
is a suitable solution, because this protects the wood optimally so that it can survive any 
weather conditions for a long time.


• Position: The foundation beam should not be placed directly underneath the walls, but a 
little inside. If you look at the summerhouse from the outside, the walls will overlap a little 
and the foundation beams will be slightly inside. In this way, not only is moisture prevented 
from entering, but the foundation beam also makes sure the water flows away to the 
outside.


Why is it so important that the water flows away?


For a summerhouse it’s very important where the water flows to. Rain falls down along the 
walls. When the walls are placed directly on the foundation, the rainwater will gather there, 
which will create puddles. The lower part of the walls will be standing in the water and the 
wood will start to decay. If the summerhouse is placed on foundation beams which are set 
slightly inside, the rainwater will fall off the walls a few centimetres above the ground. This 
makes the walls dry faster, so the water can’t cause any damage. When the walls and 
foundation beams are placed in a single line, the rainwater would be unable to drip off. It 
would reach the lower wall planks via small cracks and the water would get into the wood. 
This would give the water the opportunity to cause damage to the lower edge of the 
summerhouse. 


The final details: The right treatment


The final step to a summerhouse which lasts for years is the choice of the right treatment. 
The building can be given a pressure treatment, including the foundation beams. As an 
alternative, the summerhouse can be pre-treated with a sprayed impregnation and later the 



(outside) walls can be stained the colour of your preference. This also protects your 
summerhouse against the weather, and you can enjoy your summerhouse for years to come. 




4. Paint treatments & impregnation


Treating your summerhouse, log cabin or gazebo


If your summerhouse is protected against the sun, wind and rain, you will be able to enjoy it 
for a very long time. For effective protection, you must treat the summerhouse on the inside 
and out, preferably before it is assembled. It will then be protected against the elements. You 
can treat your summerhouse yourself or let us do it for you. The lifespan of your 
summerhouse/log cabin depends on proper maintenance. Check your summerhouse/log 
cabin annually (for cracks / unevenness) and ensure proper and regular maintenance.


We recommend that the timber is impregnated with an appropriate treatment. This should 
then be covered with opaque or transparent paint. We recommend paint which is moisture-
regulating, durable, elastic and which breathes. It should also offer adequate UV protection. 
Never use varnish or clear stain on the outside. Our paint meets all the requirements for 
effectively treating your summerhouse. 


Our summerhouses, log cabins and gazebos are supplied untreated, unless you stipulate 
otherwise. You can, however, opt to have your summerhouse or other product treated by us. 
Lugarde has some great options, which are both top quality and environmentally friendly. 
You can choose from the following treatment options, which will be applied to your 
summerhouse, log cabin, wooden garage, gazebo or carport before delivery.  


 


Pre-treatment


Sprayed impregnation (Pre-treatment) treats the inner and outer sides with an undercoat. It 
protects your summerhouse against fungi and rot.


In order to optimally protect the summerhouse against weather influences after this pre-
treatment, it is important to observe the following advice.


• In case of a colourless pre-treatment, you should immediately apply at least 2 layers of stain.


• In case of a transparent white pre-treatment, apply at least 2 coats of stain within 6 months.


• All other colours should be refinished within one year with at least two coats of stain.


This will protect your outdoor living to come against various weather conditions and UV 
radiation for 3-5 years, depending on where the house is located. 


The advantage of sprayed impregnation is that the inside and all of the bits that can’t be 
reached after assembly are treated upon delivery. We can spray-treat our summerhouses 
and gazebos in colourless or four transparent colours: white, graphite grey, brown or light 
grey.







 


Stain = Pre-treatment + 1 layer of stain sprayed


The insides and outsides of the walls, canopies and posts of our summerhouses can be pre-
treated with a transparent undercoat (see “Sprayed impregnation”). The outside can then be 
painted in the colour of your choice. You can do this yourself or let us do it for you. You can 
indicate the stain colour you would like when you place your order, you can choose one of 
the RAL colours in our range. The posts and balustrades are painted all over and the walls are 
painted on the outside. This treatment will protect your summerhouse for 3-5 years. 
Depending on the location of the building and the weather conditions.


In individual cases, the naturalness of our wooden buildings involves smaller unevenness on 
the surface of our walls and posts. These occur due to varying wooden structures and fine 
resin residues. Smaller colour nuances can occur as a result. Hand sanding of individual 
irregularities in the wood structure and an additional layer of paint make individual 
irregularities almost entirely disappear. This treatment will also protect your summerhouse 
for another two years.


The most optimal protection and the best result can be achieved by lightly sanding down the 
paint layer after assembly and by applying a layer of paint.


This paint is water-based and more environmentally friendly than oil-based paint. This paint 
offers optimum protection against UV radiation, moisture, fungi and rot. Partitions under a 
gazebo are painted only on the outside. The inside is pre-treated with a transparent paint. 


On request we can also supply other colours. You can also order pots of paint in the same 
colour for the inside of the canopy.







 


Pressure treatment method


Pressure-treatment can be applied to the following cabin types:  


• Log Cabins 


• PRO system 


• Panel system 


During the pressure treatment process, the treatment agent is forced under pressure into 
the core of the timber.  After filling a vacuum/pressure vessel with wood, a vacuum is 
created inside this vessel (and hence air is “pulled” out of the wood) The vessel is then 
flooded with a preservative solution and at the same time pressure is applied to the vessel in 
order to have the preservative penetrating deeply into the wood cells. 


Moisture content: Pressure treated wood is extremely moist and that requires us to let it dry 
for an extra 2 weeks, this also implies that the lead time for delivering a pressure treated 
cabin is increased with 2 extra weeks.  For easier fitting we advise you to let the pressure 
treated wood dry an extra 3 weeks after it has been delivered to you. 


Colours: Colour wise you can choose out of green or brown. 


         


 




Maintenance: Pressure treated wood will last a long time, for mould and parasites won’t get 
a chance to let your wood decay quickly. As with all wood, pressure treated wood can turn 
grey over time, furthermore the pressure treatment does not make the wood watertight 
(There can be some ingress) The greying process as well as the chance of water ingress can 
be avoided by regularly treating the wood with a preservative, we advise a wood-oil product 
rather than wood stain. *  Wood oil has the advantage that in case you stop maintaining your 
wood it will not blister off, of course the greying process will then continue. 


Sometimes the pressure-treatment makes the timber bend, making installation a little 
trickier. There may also be small cracks in the timber, but this just adds to the natural look. It 
is possible during heavy rain/wind, there is some water ingress through the knots / joints. 
This can be prevented by properly ventilating the cabin and/or treating the knots, end edges/
joints with an edge sealant. 


   * Please be aware that choosing a wood-oil product has the consequence that later on you 
cannot easily switch to other products, as is the case with other products like water– or 
alkyd-based stains. 


More pressure treatment information


Below are some practicalities related to choosing pressure treatment, that we advise you to 
take into account:


When opting for pressure treatment all the timber of your cabin will undergo the pressure 
treatment, that also goes for optional features like:


• An internal floor.


• The timber of an insulated wall.


• A ceiling


->   The only exception to the rule above is Windows and doors and/or a larch decking’s.


– To achieve the best possible penetration of impregnation agent, the wooden parts are 
stacked in layers by using so called stickers. This means that when unpack the timber you 
may see some “striping” as shown in the picture below. This will however fade away over 
time.







– When assembling pressure treated timber, it may still be relatively moist and hence 
swollen, the following aspects apply in that respect:


It can be more challenging to have the wood fit snugly. For an easier fit we advise you to let 
the wood dry for at least another 3 weeks prior to installation.


Pressure treated wood is more prone to develop drying cracks this is absolutely normal and 
will not compromise the lifespan of the wood.


All our log cabins or pro-system cabins are designed with a void above every door- and 
window frame. This is to allow the stacked wallboards to shrink and keep the upper 
wallboards from “leaning” on the frame. Right after installation this clearance can get up to 6 
cm’s (depending on the moistness of the wood and weather conditions) there is however no 
need to worry, this is perfectly normal for pressure treated wood.


Please avoid filling this void with a wooden slat or expansion foam, the wood will settle 
eventually, and the gap will disappear.


 







 


Treatment of doors and windows


Sprayed impregnation


You can let us spray impregnate the doors and windows of your summerhouse, log cabin or 
gazebo. You can choose from four transparent colours: white, light-grey- graphite grey, 
colourless or oak-brown.


Sprayed impregnation is a pre-treatment. To protect your summerhouse against fungi and 
rot, the windows and doors must be painted or stained within a year. And don’t forget to 
stain the top, bottom and sides of the door too.


https://www.lugarde.com/help-and-advice/doors-windows/


Stain


We can also deliver the doors and windows for your summerhouse, log cabin or gazebo 
already painted. In order to protect the windows and doors from outside influences, they are 
(spray) impregnated twice and then painted in the desired colour. These three layers protect 
your summerhouse against the elements for three to five years. (Depending on the location 
of the building and the weather) This offers great protection against moisture, UV radiation 
and fungi.


Which paint treatment or impregnation option do you prefer? Choose this treatment and/or 
impregnation option when you order the garden building of your dreams. To find your ideal 
garden building, take a look at our log cabins, pavilions and garages our discover our 
unique 3D configurator!


https://www.lugarde.com/log-cabins/
https://www.lugarde.com/wooden-pavilions/
https://www.lugarde.com/wooden-garages/
https://www.lugarde.com/configurator-instructions/


5. Pressure treatment


Pressure impregnation is an alternative to paint colours. It is a treatment that protects your 
garden house or log cabin from dirt, mould and various weather conditions after installation. 


The wall sections are completely sprayed inside and outside so that they are always and 
completely protected. If you are thinking about a pressure treatment, you should consider a 
number of aspects:


– Pressure impregnated wood is easy to maintain and has a minimum durability of ten years 
in all weather conditions. Further treatment, such as colouring, is not required with this 
treatment method.


– Once you have decided on an interior floor, it is also automatically pressure treated.


– Over time, the floor will age. Whether you like this is a question of taste. To counteract this, 
the garden house can be treated from the outside with a wood oil or with different colours.


– With the pressure treatment large quantities of liquid are pressed under high pressure into 
the wood. Since the wood must dry, the delivery time is around two weeks longer.


– You can choose between two colours, brown and green.


– During assembly, the wood may be swollen and therefore more difficult to assemble. It is 
therefore better to let the wood dry at home for at least another four weeks.


– Impregnated wood with pressure treatment can cause dry cracks more quickly.


– Pressure treatment is thin-layered so that it does not peel off or crack after a few years.


When installing a pressure treated garden house or log cabin, one question often remains 
unanswered: Why is there a gap between the door and the wooden beam? This has to do 
with the pressure treatment of your garden house or log cabin. In this case it should be 
noted that your wood is swollen during the pressure treatment due to moisture. This 
condition only subsides after about six weeks. This is often a gap of about two to two and a 
half cm. After the assembly of the cover strip and the complete drying of the wood, the wall 
boards shrink, and the gap closes completely.






6. Windows & Doors


When constructing a summerhouse, you should pay attention to several things. It’s 
important to start thinking about these before you begin building your summerhouse. Our 
blog series offers a good start. We have already given you tips on how to pick the right wood 
type and the perfect construction system. When choosing a construction system, it’s 
especially important to use as few screws as possible. This is very important for a durable 
summerhouse, because the wood must be able to work. When choosing wooden windows 
and doors, you should also realise that these will work. 


High-quality wood and the right finish


The quality of the wood is essential. Wood of poorer quality which hasn’t been kiln dried will 
bend and rot faster than wood of high quality which has been kiln dried. As a result of 
bending, cracks will appear between the window frames and the walls. Water can enter the 
summerhouse and it will leak. Spruce of high quality is ideal for windows. It is also 
recommended not to make the windows and doors out of solid wood but out of laminated 
and finger-joint wood. Laminated wood consists of small wooden parts glued together. When 
doing this, the growth rings of the different parts must be placed in opposite directions. This 
prevents the wood from bending. The finger-joints make the construction extra stable.


Double glazing for insulation


Good insulation is important for windows and doors too if you want to enjoy your 
summerhouse for many years. Double glazing is an important part of insulation. It isn’t 
essential but necessary if you want to prevent the summerhouse from being damaged by 
weather conditions. When the windows and doors aren’t sealed properly, moisture and rot 
can appear quickly. Draughts can also be prevented with double glazing. In this way, the 
warmth is kept inside for longer and the summerhouse can also be used on colder days. If 
you want to protect plants from frost in the winter, double -glazing is recommended as well. 
But double glazing alone can’t completely stop draughts. It is also important to incorporate 
high-quality draught strips. This means that even the smallest cracks will be sealed airtight. 
In addition, the draught strips are sound absorbing.


Adjustable hinges


As we’ve mentioned before, wood works. This is why there’s a risk that the windows and 
doors will start to bend. To avoid this, it is important to make sure that the windows and 
doors are made of laminated wood and are finger jointed. A quality summerhouse is the 
goal. If you follow these tips, you are already very close to achieving one. Adjustable hinges 
on the windows and doors provide added value. Your summerhouse is exposed to different 
weather conditions every day. Minimise the risk by using adjustable hinges for your 
summerhouse.


https://www.lugarde.com/summer-houses/
https://www.lugarde.com/inspiration/wood-from-lugarde/
https://www.lugarde.com/inspiration/wood-from-lugarde/
https://www.lugarde.com/inspiration/construction-systems-for-summerhouses-and-log-cabins/


Solid wood of sufficient strength


When selecting the windows and doors, ensure that the laminated solid wood has a certain 
thickness. In general, it can be said that a stronger window always means better insulation. 
With a thickness of 45 mm, you can assume these are high-quality products. Lugarde even 
offers doors and windows in a thickness of 56 mm. This means you can be sure that you have 
made the best decision for your summerhouse.


Three-point locking for burglary protection


A three-point lock on the doors offers the right protection against burglary. This is 
particularly important when you’re storing expensive garden tools, expensive furniture or 
have products of personal value in your summerhouse. A burglary occurs every two minutes, 
so protect your belongings and your summerhouse against burglary.


Conclusion


In general, it can be said that you have to do a lot of research and work, even when installing 
doors and windows. In addition to using sufficiently strong laminated solid wood with finger-
joints, make sure that the windows are double-glazed and have a high-quality rubber seal. 
Since wood works, it is wise to use adjustable hinges. It’s also a good idea to consider getting 
a three-point lock on the doors. Lugarde offers a large selection of matching windows and 
doors.


https://www.lugarde.com/help-and-advice/doors-windows/
https://www.lugarde.com/help-and-advice/doors-windows/


7. The Apex Roof


The load of an apex roof


In general, roofs have to endure many things. They are exposed to a wide range of weather 
conditions so they must be very durable. It is your job to protect the summerhouse from 
wind, snow and rain. If you want to build a summerhouse, it’s therefore extremely 
important to know about the weather conditions in your area. Depending on your 
geographic location, the roof must meet certain standards. During winter the roof can be 
heavily loaded with snow. This should already be taken into account during the construction 
phase. You shouldn’t underestimate the pressure that snow can exert on the roof of the 
summerhouse. 


The roof of your summerhouse should be able to endure the snow load. In areas with a 
higher snow load, roofs can be strengthened. The need for strengthening the roof must be 
determined precisely beforehand. It is also important to use the roof shape as an extra 
parameter. For sloping roofs, an angle of at least 26 degrees is recommended. In short, the 
steeper the roof, the faster the snow slides off the roof when it reaches a certain volume. If 
you choose an apex roof, you have the advantage that you can design the roof angle as freely 
as possible. Because of the construction, many different roof angles are possible.


Advantages of an apex roof


As well as the different design possibilities for the roof angle, the apex roof has other 
advantages compared to other roof types. Due to the simple shape, it doesn’t give much 
access to the wind, for example. It’s also best to use roofing made of environmentally 
friendly natural materials. It would even be possible to provide your summerhouse with a 
thatched roof. However, this is very expensive. For a summerhouse, a roof of tar roof tiles is 
recommended. These consist of a glass fiber support layer applied to the tar. Many different 
shapes and colours are possible, giving your summerhouse an individual and personal look. 





A roof must be watertight. With the right shingles, you are guaranteed water tightness. In 
the United States, shingles are even used to provide roofs for entire residential buildings. 


https://www.lugarde.com/summer-houses/


However, this doesn’t mean that every type of roof shingle is suitable for your roof. It is very 
important that you only use high-quality shingles. There are significant differences in quality. 
Lugarde uses only high-quality roof shingles. Buy your shingles from us, because then you 
can be sure that your roof is watertight. The advantage of Lugarde shingles is that the 
individual gravel rows are glued together by the sunlight. That makes them water and 
windproof.  In most cases this means extra protection is not necessary. If you choose roof 
shingles, you should also consider the slope of your apex roof. Only choose your shingles 
after you have determined the exact angle of your roof. The shingles must be designed 
specifically for your roof – and the right angle must be used for this. The flatter the roof, the 
greater the chance that rain can’t flow away from your roof and will remain there. In this 
case, using high-quality shingles is even more important. Shingles of lower quality can be 
damaged and cause a leak.


Building an apex roof


When building an apex roof, there are many things you should consider. There are several 
ways to attach a roof. However, this construction has proven itself.


First, the individual roof beams are placed in previously arranged notches on the upper edge 
of the standing wall parts. In the next step, they must be screwed tightly in place so that no 
slippage occurs. In the following illustration, you can see how the screws must be placed to 
guarantee sufficient grip. Note: the roof will go up and down with the belts. It is therefore 
very important to work very precisely now.  





As soon as the carriers are bolted, the roof is provided with wooden beams. For this, it 
makes sense to work with wooden planks which use the tongue and groove system, just like 
for the wall parts. With a tongue and groove connection, the finished roof panels can’t slip 
and are very stable. This technique also offers extra protection from wind and water.


It is important to consider those woodworks. Wood can grow or shrink due to different 
weather conditions. You should therefore make sure you leave 1 mm of space between the 
tongue and the groove. In the following illustration, you can see exactly what this means. If 
the tongue is inserted completely in the groove, the wood can’t move sufficiently, which can 
cause problems. In the worst case, cracks will appear in the wood and the roof will no longer 
be watertight. Furthermore, it is important to pay attention to the exact location of the 



wooden beams. From the highest point, at the top of the roof, it is very important to place 
the wooden planks as straight as possible. The roof must prevent water from entering the 
summerhouse. The straighter the wooden planks are, the greater the water resistance will 
be.  







8. Flat Roofs


Due to frequent design flaws and the choice of inferior materials, flat roofs once had a very 
poor reputation. In the 1960s and 1970s, flat roofs experienced a boom. Everyone saw the 
advantages of flat roofs. Since flat roofs don’t slope much, the space in the summerhouse 
can be fully utilised and even the roof itself offers an additional usable area due to its shape. 
But although flat roofs were very popular, the technology wasn’t yet fully developed. This 
caused a lot of problems. These problems are well-known today. With the right planning, 
construction and choice of materials, flat roofs have been undergoing a comeback for some 
time now.





What exactly is a flat roof?


Flat roofs are roofs with a low roof pitch. Compared to other roof types, flat roofs are very 
minimalistic. They appear extremely modern and offer many design possibilities. It’s 
important that a flat roof is never completely flat. The rainwater can’t remain on the roof 
and must be able to drain. How does it work? As mentioned above, flat roofs have a low roof 
pitch angle – or more precisely, the purlins of a roof will be placed so that water can drain off 
in a given direction. This occurs when the individual roof battens (rafters and wooden 
battens) are attached to the roof purlins. The roof purlins are connected, and an inclined 
drainage path is created for the rainwater. The following graphic shows the individual parts 
of a flat roof, to help you understand better. Please note: The black arrow indicates the 
direction in which the water can drain later. 







With this construction, you can be sure that the rainwater will run in a certain direction. 
There are no puddles on the roof and the water can’t flow off all sides. If that were the case, 
the water flowing down could splash against the lower boards of the summerhouse walls. 
This mustn’t be allowed to happen, as it could cause considerable damage to the wood over 
the years. Just to be on the safe side, it’s useful to install wind boards which, in any case, 
should be higher than the roof purlins, rafters and wooden battens. This creates a kind of 
“pool” and allows you to control the water drain even better. The wind boards keep the 
water on the roof, so it doesn’t flow off all sides. The tilt of the roof ensures that the 
rainwater flows off in a certain direction. If you now attach a downpipe, all the water can 
simply be drained into a water butt or into the grass. This protects the walls of your 
summerhouse from rainwater. The wood stays dry and doesn’t rot.


Roof covering for a flat roof


The right roof covering is particularly important for a flat roof. A flat roof needs a sturdy seal 
to protect the roof from rainwater. If a puddle forms on the roof despite the gradient, the 
seal must be able to withstand it. So, you should make sure you use only high-quality 
materials. There are a range of different ways to cover the flat roof of your summerhouse. 
Examples include seals with plastic or even liquid seals. Particularly popular is a roof covering 
with geomembranes made of EPDM. EPDM is a foil-shaped building material made of 
rubber, which is of very high quality and very durable. According to the SKZ test, the lifespan 
is around 50 years.


A roof cover with EPDM foil is easy to clean and particularly resistant to UV radiation. The foil 
is extremely solid and can withstand almost any weather conditions. If it is glued to the roof 
with silicone, you can be sure that your roof cover is completely waterproof. This is a building 
material unaffected by being in constant contact with water. That’s why it’s perfect for flat 
roofs. It’s important that the EPDM foil closes properly at the edge of the roof. For this 
purpose, a wide aluminium roof trim, which completely encloses the EPDM foil, is 
recommended. On the following pictures you can see exactly what this looks like.







Please make sure that the EPDM foil is always pulled over the wind boards. The aluminium 
roof trim includes the foil and the wind boards at the highest point. Only then you can 
guarantee a watertight closure. A flat roof should be constructed in such a way that 
rainwater gathers and then flows off in one direction. If you don’t pull the EPDM foil over the 
wind boards, this “pool” could leak, and water could enter. If applied correctly, a roof 
covering with EPDM is especially waterproof. Even roof vegetation is possible, if you have 
considered this from the beginning in the planning stage and the roof is designed for it.


Top tip: Lugarde offers you a complete EPDM package. Each summerhouse with a flat roof 
includes a wide aluminium roof trim, EPDM foil, glue, silicone sealant and a rainwater drain. 
You find the idea of a flat roof interesting, but aren’t sure if it’s right for you? In future blog 
posts we will discuss the features of other roof types. Learn more valuable information about 
pent, pyramid and asymmetrical roofs.






9. Insulation


Enjoy your summerhouse or log cabin all year round


If your summerhouse or log cabin is used as a living area, we advise you to insulate it. You 
could use your summerhouse as a garden office, fitness area, extra living room or holiday 
home. Insulation allows you to enjoy your summerhouse or log cabin in the colder months 
too. Regardless of how you are going to use it or the weather conditions in your region, we 
can offer a range of suitable insulation systems.


Insulation systems supplied directly


Of course, you can insulate your summerhouse yourself. But if you’d like your summerhouse 
insulated upon delivery, by a professional, you can choose from our range of insulation 
systems.


For example, you could choose floor insulation, so that you can feel the warmth of the wood 
on your bare feet. Or do you want roof insulation to keep rising, warm air within the confines 
of your summerhouse? You could also opt for wall insulation, which is especially useful if you 
will be using a heater. Of course, you can also combine different insulation types.


All Lugarde windows and doors come with double glazing as standard. This makes our 
summerhouses and log cabins ideal for extra insulation.


The properties of our various insulation systems are set out below:





Roof insulation


• 4 cm thick insulation panels (60 x 120 cm)


• Heat conducting capacity (Lambda value of 0.027 W/m)


https://www.lugarde.com/garden-offices/
https://www.lugarde.com/help-and-advice/doors-windows/


• Simple to install


• Environmentally friendly materials, CE certified, with FM approval


• Panels are made of non-fibrous PIR hard foam with mineral glass fibre on two sides


• The asphalt nails are used to secure the insulation between the shingles and the roof 
panelling


• Waterproof


• In the case of flat roofs, insulation can be installed on the inside instead of the outside. If you 
want to secure it on the inside, you can order an extra wooden ceiling to finish it all off





Floor insulation


• This consists of thermal plates (60 × 120 cm) 4 cm thick


• The panels are placed between the pressure-treated floor beams


• The thermal panels fit perfectly between the floor rails and provide optimum insulation


Wall insulation


• Extra inner wall made up of 19 mm thick wall panels that slide together easily due to a 
tongue and groove shape


• Pressure-treated beams are secured to the walls. The special attachment clips for the beams 
(supplied) allow the external walls to move independently of the internal walls


• Damp-proof foil


• Top quality insulation 3 cm thick









10. Useful Links – Videos


We have a large catalogue of videos, further information and blogs which can help explain 
our production process, construction systems, key benefits, demonstrations and much more.


All can be found via our help centre:


https://www.lugarde.com/help-and-advice


	 


	 Our Construction systems:


	 https://www.lugarde.com/our-quality/our-construction-systems/


	 Assembly Videos:


	 https://www.lugarde.com/help-and-advice/assembly-videos/


	 3D Configurator – Help guide & video:


	 https://www.lugarde.com/configurator-instructions/


	 


https://www.lugarde.com/help-and-advice
https://www.lugarde.com/our-quality/our-construction-systems/
https://www.lugarde.com/help-and-advice/assembly-videos/
https://www.lugarde.com/configurator-instructions/


11. Useful Links – Assembly Instructions:


Assembly instructions per system


Below you will find our general assembly instructions for each relevant system.


These instructions help you to build your house and do not replace your unique 
construction drawing.


Prima system


Octagonal Ø 250cm + 300cm + 250x300cm + 350x300cm


Octagonal Ø  350 t/m 700 cm


Octagonal oval Ø 445 x 350 cm + 525 x 385 cm


Freestanding gazebos with pyramid roof


Rectangle and Pentagon with pyramid roof (no canopy)


Rectangle and Pentagon with flat roof (no canopy)


Flat roof with canopy


Pyramid roof with canopy


Detailed drawing of foundation beam


Exterior ceiling Fifth Avenue


Pro system


Apex roof


Flat roof


 


Log cabin system


Log cabin with Apex roof + EPDM


Log cabin with Apex roof + roofshingles


Log cabin with flat roof


Roof and floor connection log cabin 44mm 


Roof and floor connection log cabin 68mm 


Stability post


https://www.lugarde.com/nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Assembly-Instructions-Prima250-350x300cm.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Assembly-Instruction-Prima-350-700cm.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Prima-Nadine-Josephine.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Assemby-Instruction-Freestanding-Veranda-Pyramide-Roof.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Prima-Pyramid-Assembly-Instructions.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/PRIMA-FLAT.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/PRIMA-FLAT-CANOPY.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Prima-Pyramid-canopy-Assembly-Instructions.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Detail-Prima-base-beam-44mm-and-28mm.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/LUG_MH_Plafond-PFA.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/PRO_ZADEL-APEX.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Pro-system-Flatroof-assembly-instructions.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Blokhut-Logcabin-apex-EPDM.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Blokhut-Logcabin-apex.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Blokhut-Logcabin-flat.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Detail-blokhut-44mm-aansluiting-dak-en-vloer-standaard-details.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Detail-blokhut-68mm-aansluiting-dak-en-vloer-standaard-details.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Stabiliteitspaal-Stability-post-Stabilitatspfost-90x90mm-BT_A3.pdf


Doors & windows


Hinges panel system


Adjusting the sliding door


Finishing slat for windows and doors


Panoramic glass sliding wall


Remove the door of SD200 and SD300


Extended top hung and casement window


Instruction folding doors


Adjusting door hinges


Insulation


Floor insulation


Roof insulation


Various instructions


Floor mounting


EPDM roofing


Balustrades


Zinc gutters


Hardware


Pro-Prima foundation beam detail


Storm anchoring


https://www.lugarde.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2021/12/Hinges-Panelsystem-V-7602-3D-UK.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Afstellen-schuifdeur-Adjusting-sliding-door-Einstellung-der-Schiebetur-.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/MH_LUG_Afwerklijst-Abdeckleiste-Finishingslat-AS.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2021/12/Assembly-instructions-Sliding-walls-AL22.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2021/12/Remove-the-door-of-a-SD200-and-SD300.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2021/12/Extender-top-hung-and-casement-window-1.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2021/12/Instruction-Folding-Doors-DL01-VL01-VL02.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2022/05/scharnieren-afstellen-adjusting-door-hinges-scharnieren-justieren_.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Vloerisolatie_Floor-insulation_Bodendammung.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Isolatie-details-DAK_ROOF_DACH-insulation.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Vloer_Floor_Boden-2018.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/EPDM-2018.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Balustrade-2018.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Montage-zinken-dakgoten-NL-GB-DU-FR.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/MH_LUG_IJzerwaren.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/PRO-Prima-detail.pdf
https://www.lugarde.com/nl/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Storm-anchor-Stormverankering.pdf


12. Terms & Conditions


Article 1: Definitions


In these General Terms and Conditions for Delivery, the terms following below will have the 
following meaning:


Lugarde: Wuestman Tuindecoraties B.V., trading under the name Lugarde, having its seat of 
business at Deventerweg 67 in Laren, the Netherlands.


Customer: the enterprise that concludes an Agreement with Lugarde.


Agreement: The Agreement between Lugarde and the Customer.


 


Article 2: General


The applicability of possible terms and conditions of purchase or otherwise of the Customer 
is explicitly rejected.


Those stipulations that Lugarde deems to have deviated from these General Terms and 
Conditions for Delivery shall not prevent the other stipulations from continuing to apply. 
Stipulations deviating from these General Terms and Conditions for Delivery are only valid if 
they have been agreed explicitly in writing or via email.


 


Article 3: Special offers and designated offers


Each designated offer and special offer of Lugarde is non-binding.


Obvious errors or mistakes on the website and in the folders, designated offers or email 
messages of Lugarde do not bind Lugarde.


If the delivery is of natural materials, such as wood, then show models or images thereof can 
only be regarded as an indication, so that colour and structure differences are acceptable.


Data regarding the offered goods, such as characteristics, dimensions, weights, appearance, 
images and quality, only apply by approximation and are not binding. Lugarde reserves the 
right to change its models.


 


Article 4: Prices and costs


The stated prices are:


based on delivery from the enterprise of Lugarde, warehouse or other storage place.


exclusive of VAT, import duties, other taxes, levies and rights.


exclusive of the costs of transport and insurance, unless agreed or stated otherwise.


Lugarde has the right to modify its prices from time to time.




If the Customer does not, in a timely or complete manner, comply with their obligations 
towards Lugarde, then all extra costs incumbent upon Lugarde as a result will be the 
responsibility of the Customer.


If the Customer wishes to change the order, this can have financial consequences. The order 
can only be changed after the Customer has agreed to pay any extra costs.


 


Article 5: Cancellation


If the Customer cancels the order in whole or in part, then they are required to compensate 
Lugarde for all expenses (costs of preparation, orders from third parties, storage etc.) 
reasonably made with a view to the execution of the Agreement, notwithstanding the right 
of Lugarde to complete compensation because of lost profits. Cancellation must take place in 
writing or via email.


Immediately the Customer has made known to Lugarde the fact that they wish to wholly or 
partially cancel the order, the cancellation costs will be communicated to the Customer. 
Should the Customer not agree with the cancellation costs, then the original order remains 
intact, the goods will be delivered as agreed and the Customer must pay the full agreed 
price.


 


Article 6: Delivery


Delivery times stated are always approximate. Exceeding the delivery time does not give the 
Customer the right to compensation by means of damages, dissolution of the Agreement or 
any other form of compensation.


The Customer is obliged to collect the delivered goods. Any goods that have not been 
collected by the Customer will be stored at the expense and risk of the Customer.


Delivery takes place “ex works”, in accordance with Incoterms 2010. Liability for these goods 
is transferred to the Customer immediately Lugarde makes these available to the Customer.


The Customer and Lugarde can agree that Lugarde will arrange for the transport of the 
goods. In such a case, the risk of storage, loading, transport and unloading rests with the 
Customer. The Customer can take out insurance against these risks. The transport costs will 
be the responsibility of the Customer, unless agreed otherwise.


The Customer must ensure that the destination where the goods are to be delivered can be 
reached without obstacles. If, however, there is an obstacle which prevents delivery, the 
goods will be delivered up to the obstacle.


 


Article 7: Assembly


The Customer must assemble the goods in accordance with the assembly instructions. All 
assembly costs are the responsibility of the Customer.




The Customer must ensure that the required preparation activities, such as foundations, are 
executed according to the instructions and that the location where the goods are to be 
assembled are suitable for the purpose.


 


Article 8: Inspection and warranty


The Customer must inspect the goods directly after delivery. Possible defects or missing 
parts must be made known to Lugarde within 8 days after the delivery. In such a case, 
Lugarde shall as soon as possible proceed with repairs or deliver a replacement or the 
missing part. Reclamations do not suspend the payment obligation and do not give the 
Customer the right to compensation for delay damage or to refuse the delivery.


A 5-year guarantee is provided for the goods. This means that, if there is an instance of 
demonstrable materials or manufacturing errors, Lugarde must at its discretion, replace or 
repair the defective parts free of charge, or that Lugarde will refund the net amount of the 
invoice for the defective parts, without there being any obligation to pay compensation for 
damages on its side.


Complaints will not be processed, and the guarantee becomes forfeit if:


the Customer does not report to Lugarde defects in the goods delivered within 8 days after 
establishment of the defect.


repairs to the delivered goods have been executed by the Customer and/or third parties.


items have been attached to the delivered goods which should not have been attached 
thereto.


defects are the consequence of a poor foundation, improper assembly, incorrect treatment, 
poor maintenance or the use of the wrong means of maintenance.


defects are the consequence of products that have not been delivered by Lugarde.


defects have been caused by man, animals or forces of nature.


The Customer must give Lugarde the possibility to investigate the warranty claim.


 


Article 9: Payment


Payment must take place within the term stated on the invoice.


Lugarde can require the Customer to pay the amount of the invoice in advance or a down 
payment. If the Customer does not pay the amount invoiced in advance in a timely fashion, 
Lugarde has the right to suspend delivery of the goods until the complete outstanding 
amount of the invoice has been paid. Lugarde is not liable for any possible damages that the 
Customer suffers by this suspension.


If the Customer does not pay within the payment term, then the Customer is in default and 
interest of 1% per month shall be charged to the Customer from the date of default until the 
complete due amount is paid. Any commenced part month will be regarded as a full month. 



All in-court and out-of-court collection costs that Lugarde pays to collect the claim from the 
Customer will be for the responsibility of the Customer. The out-of-court collection costs are 
set at 15% of the principal amount, with a minimum of €100.


All payments made by the Customer serve primarily to settle any interest and collection 
costs made by Lugarde and subsequently to settle the oldest outstanding invoices.


 


Article 10: Retention of property


All goods delivered and yet to be delivered remain the property of Lugarde, until all claims 
(sales price, interest and collection costs) that Lugarde has or will have regarding the 
Customer have been fully paid.


For as long as the property of the goods has not been transferred to the Customer, the 
Customer may not put a lien on the goods, grant to third parties any other right thereon or 
sell these onwards outside its normal conduct of enterprise.


The Customer must on each occasion do all that can reasonably be expected of it to 
safeguard the property rights of Lugarde.


If third parties put an attachment on the goods delivered under the retention of property or 
wish to vest rights thereon or make claims thereto, the Customer is obliged to notify Lugarde 
thereof immediately.


If the Customer does not or does not fully comply with its obligations towards Lugarde and in 
case of the dissolution of the Agreement, on whichever basis, then Lugarde is authorised to 
take back all goods, on which the retention of property rests, without prior notification of 
default or intervention of the courts, notwithstanding the right of Lugarde to complete 
compensation for damages.


 


Article 11: Dissolution


If an attachment is placed on the goods of the Customer, the Customer files for the 
suspension of payment, is declared in a state of bankruptcy or otherwise loses the free 
disposition over its capital, or in case of cessation or liquidation of the enterprise of the 
Customer, Lugarde has the right to suspend (further) execution of all Agreement(s) 
concluded with the Customer, or to dissolve these Agreement(s) in whole or in part, 
notwithstanding the right of Lugarde to compensation for damages.


If the Customer does not comply with one of its obligations towards Lugarde or Lugarde fears 
that the Customer will not be able to cover its obligations and the Customer is not able, 
upon the first request by Lugarde, to provide adequate surety for compliance with its 
obligations, then Lugarde has the right to dissolve the Agreement(s) in whole or in part, 
notwithstanding the right of Lugarde to compensation for damages.


As a consequence of the execution of sections 1 and/or 2, Lugarde is not liable to any 
compensation for damages. If any event as referred to in sections 1 and/or 2 occurs, all 
claims by Lugarde on the Customer shall be payable immediately and fully upon demand.




 


Article 12: Liability and expiry


Lugarde cannot be required to pay compensation for any damages that are a direct or 
indirect consequence of Force Majeure or any act by or omission of the Customer.


Lugarde is not liable to pay damages where Lugarde relied on incorrect and/or incomplete 
information provided by the Customer.


Lugarde is not liable for damages that the Customer suffers because the Customer does not 
store, keep, process, package, transport or assemble the goods in the correct manner.


Lugarde is not liable for any accidents with or damage to the goods caused as a result of 
wrong or inexpert use, assembly in violation of the assembly instructions or use in violation 
of the use instructions.


Lugarde is never required to pay compensation for damages as a consequence of 
consequential damage, such as missed turnover, missed profits, missed savings, production 
damage, enterprise damage, enterprise disruption, delay damage or indirect damages.


If Lugarde is liable for any damages, the liability of Lugarde is limited to the amount of the 
distribution made by the insurer of Lugarde. If, in any case, the insurer does not proceed 
with the distribution or the damages are not covered by the insurance, the liability of 
Lugarde is limited to the amount of the invoice, or at least to that part of the agreement to 
which the liability relates.


All claims upon Lugarde that have not been submitted within 1 year after their emergence 
are forfeit by expiry.


 


Article 13: Force Majeure


Lugarde is not required to be in compliance with any obligation if it is hindered from 
executing it as a consequence of Force Majeure. Force Majeure will be understood as 
including extreme weather conditions; flooding; earth movements; terrorism; impediments 
by third parties; impediments in transport; labour strikes; riots, wars or threats of war; loss 
of or damage to goods during the transport thereof; export and import bans; lack of timely 
delivery by suppliers of Lugarde; fires, disruptions and accidents within Lugarde; 
(international) government measures.


If there is an instance of Force Majeure, Lugarde is relieved of its obligation to deliver. The 
circumstances of the case will dictate whether this will be the case entirely or only in part 
and will remain so, or whether delivery will only be suspended. Where it is possible to 
deliver after all, and/or for the delivery to be changed, then both Lugarde and the Customer 
will be required to utilise that option.


 




Article 14: Online Dispute Resolution


Platform of the EU Commission for online dispute resolution: http://ec.europa.eu/
consumers/odr


Article 15: Final clauses


When interpreting the content and tone of these General Terms and Conditions for Delivery, 
the Dutch text thereof shall prevail in each case.


The Laws of the Netherlands are applicable to each Agreement between Lugarde and the 
Customer.


All disputes regarding Agreements between the Customer and Lugarde will be submitted to 
the competent court in the Court District where Lugarde has its seat of business.


These General Terms and Conditions for Delivery have been filed under number 717 at the 
Chamber of Commerce in Apeldoorn in the Netherlands.


